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Key Concept 3.1 – A deepening & widening of 
networks of human interaction within and across regions 
contributed to cultural, technological, and biological diffusion 
within and between various societies 

Transportation, Technologies, & 
Commercial Practices → Increased 

Trade 

Existing Trade Routes Grow:  
● Silk Road 
● Mediterranean Sea 
● Trans-Saharan routes 
● Indian Ocean Basin 

What about the Americas? 
● Mesoamerica and the Andes develop significant 

road systems to increase their trade (think of the 
Inca road system in addition to the Aztecs) 

 

Innovations in transport 
● Caravanserai  
● Compass use 
● Astrolabe 
● Larger ship designs 

Innovations in economics 
● Forms of credit 
● Banking houses 
● Use of paper money (Tang Dynasty) 

State practices of innovation 
● Inca road system 
● Hanseatic League 
● Grand Canal 

*Expansion of Empires facilitated Afro-Euroasian 
trade & communication 
Movement of Peoples → Environmental 

& Linguistic Effects 

Long-distance trade depended on environmental 
and technological knowledge:  

● Scandinavian longships 
● Camels to travel across the Sahara 
● Horses to travel in the steppes 

Migration has environmental impacts 
● Bantu and iron/agricultural innovations 
● Polynesian and transplant of foods & 

domestication of animals 
Some migrations led to diffusion of languages:  

● Bantu-speaking people groups 

Cross-Cultural exchanges are fostered 
by networks of trade and communication 

Islam developed in the Arabian Peninsula:  
● Beliefs and practices reflected interactions w/ 

Jews, Christians and Zoroastrians 
● Muslim rule expanded through: 

○ Military conquest,  
○ Merchants, missionaries, and Sufis 

Merchants set up diasporic communities  
● Here they introduced their own cultural traditions 

into the indigenous culture:  
○ Muslims in the Indian Ocean region 
○ Chinese in Southeast Asia 
○ Jewish communities in the Mediteran., 

Indian Ocean basin, and Silk Road 
The 1st Travel Bloggers: Marco Polo, Ibn Battuta 

 
Diffusion of literary, artistic, cultural, scientific & 
the technological 

● Spread of Christianity throughout Europe 
● Spread of Hinduism and Buddhism into SE Asia 
● Spread of Islam in Sub-Saharan Africa & Asia 

Diffusion of Crops & Pathogens along Trade 
Routes 

● Bubonic Plague 
● Bananas in Africa 

Key Concept 3.2 – State formation & development 
demonstrates continuity, innovation, & diversity in regions 

Empires collapse, some are replaced by 
new imperial states or political systems 

Imperial states were reconstituted:  
● Byzantine Empire 
● Chinese dynasties (Sui, Tang, and Song) 

○ Traditional sources of power: patriarchy, 
religion, land-owning elites 

○ Innovations: New methods of taxation, 
tributary systems, adaptation of religious 
institutions  

New political entities emerged 
● In various Islamic states 
● The Mongol khanates 
● New Hindu & Buddhist states in S, E, & SE Asia 
● City-States 
● Feudalism in Europe & Japan 

States synthesize local w/ foreign traditions 
● Persian influence on Islamic states 
● Chinese influence on Japanese states  

 
What about the America’s? 

● City-states flourished in the Mayan region 
● At the end of this period, imperials systems were 

created by the Mexica (Aztecs) & Inca 
Interregional contacts & conflicts encourage tech 
& cultural transfers: 

● Tang China and the Abbasids 
● Mongol Empire 

○ Spread of Islamic scientific knowledge to 
Mongol China 

● Muslims & Christians in Meditern. during Crusades 
○ Transfer of Greco-Islamic medical 

knowledge to Western Europe 
● Chinese maritime activity led by Zheng He (Ming) 

○ Treasure Ships 

https://en.unesco.org/silkroad/content/caravanserais-cross-roads-commerce-and-culture-along-silk-roads
http://theinstitute.ieee.org/tech-history/technology-history/a-history-of-the-magnetic-compass
https://www.astrolabes.org/pages/history.htm
http://www.hanse.org/en/hanse-historic/the-history-of-the-hanseatic-league/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/subdivisions/sufism_1.shtml
http://www.blackpast.org/perspectives/islam-and-african-diaspora-indian-ocean-world
http://www.everyculture.com/East-Southeast-Asia/Chinese-in-Southeast-Asia-Orientation.html
http://exploration.marinersmuseum.org/subject/marco-polo/
http://exploration.marinersmuseum.org/subject/ibn-battuta/
https://archive.archaeology.org/0609/abstracts/bananas.html
http://www.blackpast.org/gah/east-african-city-states
http://www.char4u.com/content/the-influence-of-chinese-culture-on-japanese-culture/
http://exploration.marinersmuseum.org/subject/zheng-he/


 
WHAP Period 3 Test Study Guide - 2018 (developed by Ms. Manion) 

○ Spices, ebony, lakawood, aloewood, 
sapphires, rubies, carpets, gold, silver, 
porcelains, sandalwood, and a giraffe  

Key Concept 3.3 – Changes in trade networks 
resulted from & stimulated increasing productive capacity, 
with important implications for social & gender structures & 
environmental processes 

Innovations Stimulate Agricultural & 
Industrial Production 

Existing Trade Routes Grow:  
● Technological innovations:  

○ See Chart: A. Agricultural production... 
● Demand for luxury good increases in 

Afro-Euroasia 
○ Chinese, Persian & Indian merchants 

expand production of textiles & 
porcelains for export 

○ Industrial production of iron and steel 
expanded in China 

● The rise and fall of cities 

Continuities in Social Structures & 
Changes in Labor Management → 

Religion, Gender, Family 
Diversification of labor organization continued 

● See Chart: Forms of Labor Organization 

As in the previous period, social structures were 
shaped by class & caste hierarchies 

● Patriarchy continued 
○ Women had more influence in Mongol 

China, West Africa, Japan, & SE Asia 
New forms of coerced labor appear: 

● Serfdom in Europe/Japan 
● Mir’a in the Inca Empire 

○ Peasants resisted attempts to raise 
dues/taxes by revolting 

● Demand for slaves increased, particularly in 
central Eurasia, parts of Africa, and the E. Mediter. 

Buddhism, Christianity, Islam & 
Neoconfucianism were adopted in new regions 

● Often caused significant changes in gender 
relations & family structure 

● See Chart: Post-Classical Diffusion of Religion 
 

Thank you to Freemanpedia for the helpful 
images! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/53b17013e4b0f83f2d8a8a4a/t/53da42d2e4b0a9d959580183/1406812882836/Rise+and+Fall+of+the+CITIES+FREEMANPEDIA.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/53b17013e4b0f83f2d8a8a4a/t/53da4601e4b09ed9eacffaed/1406813697355/NEW+LABOR+MANAGMENT+2012.pdf
http://www.womeninworldhistory.com/lesson3.html

